
“Artificial intelligence” or “AI” is intelligence demonstrated by 
computers, as opposed to human intelligence. “Intelligence” 
encompasses the ability to learn, reason, generalize, and 
infer meaning. Examples of AI technology include ChatGPT 
and other chatbots and large language models.

AI is not a substitute for schoolwork that requires original 
thought. Students may not claim AI generated content 
as their own work. The use of AI to take tests, complete 
assignments, create multimedia projects, write papers, or 
complete schoolwork without permission of a teacher or 
administrator is strictly prohibited. The use of AI for these 
purposes constitutes cheating or plagiarism. 

In certain situations, AI may be used as a learning tool or 
a study aid. Students who wish to use AI for legitimate 
educational purposes must have permission from a teacher 
or an administrator. Students may use AI as authorized in 
their Individualized Education Program (IEP).

Students may not use AI, including AI image or voice 
generator technology, to violate school rules or school 
district policies.

In order to ensure academic integrity, tests, assignments, 
projects, papers, and other schoolwork may be checked by 
AI content detectors and/or plagiarism recognition software.
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The AI section above is just a portion of the IPA’s Model Student Handbook (MSH). The MSH provides you with 
quick, user-friendly access to MSH procedures that are attorney drafted and fully aligned with PRESS, the Illinois 
Association of School Board’s school district policy service as well as state, federal and case law that change on 
a frequent basis. District subscriptions are $275 annually. 

The MSH can be used to:
• Search for new handbook procedures your school needs.
• Compare your existing handbook procedures with model handbook procedures.
• Update your handbook for the next school year.
• Make sure your handbook has all procedures required by law.
• Stay current with new state and federal laws and court cases.
• Create a checklist of notices that schools and districts are required to provide to students and parents.

For more information, visit ilprincipals.org or call 217-321-9573.
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